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were growing up, and in July 1898 Captain Hugh Sutton, in the
Coldstream Guards, proposed to the eldest daughter Mary and
was accepted by her. The wedding was at Hickleton in Sep-
tember, some thirty-five people sitting down to dinner the
night before.

Edward was then seventeen- He had gone, like his father and
two of his brothers before him, to Eton, where he had a credit-
able career; and he went on to Christ Church in the autumn of
1899-

You cannot think how capitally Edward gets on with his rid-
ing [Halifax wrote to his wife in 1896]. I really believe he will take
to it in good earnest. What a delightful companion he is! So
pleasant and comfortable to talk to, and always so bright and
merry and good-tempered.16

In 1899 the Boer War broke out, and in the middle of Oc-
tober Halifax was at Waterloo station to bid goodbye to his old
friend Sir Redvers Buller, sailing to South Africa to take up the
command. The early reverses to the British arms filled Halifax
with distress and indignation. 'Makes me ill with anxiety/ he
wrote in his diary.17 The anxiety was soon to be for his family
as well as for the country, for Hugh Sutton had gone out with
the Guards, who were presently engaged heavily and not too
happily in the neighbourhood of the Orange and Modder
Rivers. However, reassuring telegrams arrived, and in the New
Year the war began at last to go better. Sir John French rode in-
to Kimberley, Ladysmith and Mafeking were relieved, and
Lord Roberts entered Pretoria.

It was now the twentieth century, and Halifax, at sixty-one,
was as ready for all its vicissitudes as a man of thirty.